The Mary Baldwin College
Summer Undergraduate Research Fellows Program 
APPLICATION DEADLINE:  February 15, 2016
APPLICATION GUIDELINES 
The Mary Baldwin College Summer Undergraduate Research Fellows Program provides support for teams of MBC faculty and undergraduate students to work collaboratively on projects that involve substantial research, scholarship, or creative activity.  A proposed project may be in any discipline or combination of disciplines provided that it: 
· Is part of a long-term, sustainable direction for the faculty collaborator’s research, scholarship, or creative activity, or has the potential to become so;
· involves at least one undergraduate student as a significant collaborator and beneficiary, enhancing her/his potential for developing knowledge and fruitful directions for advanced study or a senior project; 
· seeks to involve faculty and students in the dissemination of results through publications, conference presentations, or other appropriate means, as well as through outreach activities to other current and prospective students.   

All full-time faculty are eligible to apply, including previous applicants and recipients.  Projects must involve undergraduate students as collaborators (RCW or ADP).  No support for graduate students is available at this time, although graduate students may be involved in projects. 
For Summer 2016, support will be available to support at least two projects.  Proposed teams may include one faculty member and up to two students.   Students will be automatically considered for other appropriate summer awards, including awards from the Virginia Foundation for Independent Colleges.  There will be no separate call for proposals for these awards in 2016.  Awards will be announced on approximately March 1, 2016.
Program Description
The program provides support for between four and six weeks of full-time work on a faculty-student collaborative project.  Project work may take place at any time between the beginning of May Term (April 27) and August 31, 2016; however, faculty may not collect stipends during May Term unless they are fully released from other duties.  Project reports will be due on September 30, 2016, and separate reports will be required of each student receiving a VFIC award.  On-campus housing, not including board, will be provided for students who require it during the summer months.  Project-related travel during the program period is possible.  
Mentorship models will vary by discipline; however, the expectation is that students will conduct authentic tasks as independently as possible but with frequent interaction with the faculty mentor.  
Applications for supplementary support may be submitted by faculty who have current or pending funding from other sources, and the existence of such support will not negatively affect the competitiveness of the proposal.  Funds received through the Summer Undergraduate Research Fellows Program may be combined with other sources of support to extend the duration of the project or increase the number of participants.  However, awards will not be made to supplement projects that are already fully funded from other sources.  A fully funded project is defined as one that provides stipends for each involved faculty mentor and three undergraduate students for a period of two summer months, plus appropriate supplies, materials, and other resources.  
Proposal Submission and Review 
Completed application forms must be sent via e-mail to Dr. Lydia Petersson, Director, Office of Sponsored Programs and Undergraduate Research (lpeterss@mbc.edu), by Monday, February 15, 2016, at 5 pm.  Proposals will be reviewed by the Committee on Research, Scholarship, and Creative Activity (CRSC), and may be approved as submitted or approved with scope or budget modifications.   All projects that involve human subjects or animal use must be approved by the MBC IRB or IACUC prior to a final award being made.  

Review Criteria
Projects will be evaluated according to the following competitive criteria, as demonstrated by the proposal and supporting material (criteria are listed in rough priority order).  

1. The proposal presents an intellectually sound approach to an identified problem of significance within the field/discipline.
2. The project involves students in collaborative research, scholarship, or creative activity. 
3. The project plan appears well-conceived and is likely to accomplish the goals outlined for the project period. 
4. The proposal presents a well-articulated mentorship plan for student collaborators.  
5. The project provides the basis for, or is a part of, a sustainable, long-term direction for the applicant’s research, scholarship, or creative activity, including seeking external funding when necessary and appropriate. 
6. The project provides, or has the potential to develop, fruitful directions for senior projects. 
7. The proposal provides an effective plan for dissemination of results to internal and/or external groups.   
8. The project capitalizes on the College’s programmatic strengths or unique resources. 
9. The project enhances collaborations (e.g., across disciplines or schools; with other institutions; with the community). 
Application Instructions


A complete application includes the follow components:

· Cover page (form provided):  includes an abstract and provides standard information about faculty and student collaborators.  
· Narrative:  maximum five single-spaced pages;

· Budget and budget justification; 
· Resumes for each faculty and student fellow; 
· Statement of interest from each student fellow;
· Optional appendices and other elements. 

Please refer to the application form for additional information about each component.  

